CONTI NUED: 55.

@ ass passes a mug, full of beer, across the table to John
just as he delivers a | eather pouch under the table to
Samuel , the true exchange going unnoticed to all around. As
John drinks, Mason opens the pouch and feels its silver
contents between his fingers.

SAMUEL MASON
(rmoving the pouch to his coat)
The past few nonths have been good.

ANTHONY GLASS
They nost certainly have. There are
nore people nmoving to and through
Nat chez than ever before.

A TAVERN G RL brings a pitcher and refills john's nug. He
drinks on happily as the nmen tal k business.

SAMUEL MASON

(cal m but concer ned)
Wth good fortune cones the need
for caution. John said we shoul dn’t
come into town and show our faces.
After seeing sone of the | ooks we
got ridin in... | believe himto
be right.

The acconplished nood from d ass turns to slight concern as
he too notices a couple onlookers wi th suspicious glances
their way.

ANTHONY GLASS
Sir, I do have sone urgent news for
you. There is a Col onel Baker in
town who is stirring the CGovernor
agai nst you. He is rushing himto
make a proclamation for your
arrest. | amdistressed to say that
| only heard this nonents before
your arrival. There is no word as
to when he may do this but a reward
of $900 for your capture was
ment i oned.

SAMUEL MASON

Ah, he’s just nmad because he |l et an
old mlitary man get the best of
hi m

(he chuckl es)
The honorable thing for himto do
woul d be accept defeat and nove
on... alas, a coward he’'ll always
be.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 56.

Mason | eans into G ass and says in a | ow voi ce.

SAMUEL MASON
He never even tried to nove his
pi stol against ne. He just...
shook, enbarrassing hinmself in
front of his nen.

ANTHONY GLASS
| know t he type.
(sighs)
| nmust say | am concerned that the
posting of a reward nmay bring
troubl e agai nst you sooner rather
than | ater

SAMUEL MASON
Ant hony, perhaps it’'s best we cut
this conversation short and
continue at a later tine.

@ ass nods in agreenent. As the nen stand to | eave, MADAME
utiful and well-dressed | ad proaches the

MADAME Al VOGES
it is always

re.

it, bowing slightly.

Madane Ai voge easure i s

m ne al one. PI y | introduce
to you, Captaj Mason, and
his son Joh

mality fromthe nen

Madane Ai voges ret
| and back on NMason.

Sanmuel first, th

MADAME Al VOGES
Ight twitch of a kno
mle)

I a pleasure to neet such..
gentl enmen. And so well known for
it, if the talk around here is
true.

Samuel Mason clearly enjoying her wit and the fenal e
attention.

SAMUEL MASON
It would seem that woul d depend on
who you ask

( CONTI NUED)



