
1 EXT. PICKUP TRUCK - LATE AFTERNOON 1

TITLE CARD: 1995

YOUNG JESSICA and her GRANDFATHER are traveling down a

two-lane country road late in the afternoon.

2 INT. PICKUP TRUCK - LATE AFTERNOON 2

The little girl looks excited while her grandfather is being

careful pulling the trailer. The old man glances over toward

the little girl every once and a while. She is not paying

much attention and looking out an open window while holding

the brim of her hat that is obviously too big for her head.

YOUNG JESSICA

Poppa, do you think I will win?

GRANDFATHER

Well, honey I hope you do well but

remember this is your first time.

We are both just learning.

YOUNG JESSICA

Yeah, but I want to win.

GRANDFATHER

One day you’ll understand that

winning ain’t everything.

Jessica thinks about what her grandfather just said. The

grandfather is pretty sure she doesn’t understand.

GRANDFATHER

You just do your best and poppa

will be proud of you.

YOUNG JESSICA

Ok, I will try real hard.

The grandfather smiles while looking over toward the little

girl. He then turns his attention back toward the task of

driving the truck while checking his mirror.

3 EXT. OUTSIDE ARENA - ENTRANCE 3

The grandfather driving the truck is seen pulling into a

small country arena. There are 10-15 other truck/trailers

already parked with horses and riders milling around. He

takes notice of the much newer trucks and trailers and finds

a parking spot away from the others.

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 2.

GRANDFATHER

Boy if we don’t look like Jed

Clampett up in here.

4 EXT. OUTSIDE ARENA - REGISTRATION DESK 4

After parking, they get out of the truck and walk toward the

arena area. The grandfather and young Jessica walk up to a

table set up near the announcers stand. As they are walking

up, Jessica is struggling with her cowgirl hat that is too

large and keeps falling down over her eyes.

GRANDFATHER

Is this where we sign up to do the

barrel race?

A LADY is sitting at the registration desk with a clipboard

and some papers. A small cash box sits to the side. She

smiles and greets them.

LADY

Yes, fill out this card, sign the

waiver and there’s a $15 entry fee

for the juniors.

The lady hands the card to the grandfather. Young Jessica is

standing next to him but is watching the horses inside the

arena. The lady is writing on a clipboard but notices

Jessica’s struggles with keeping her hat in place. The lady

grins while looking at the little girl.

LADY

What’s the name of the rider?

The grandfather gets Jessica’s attention.

GRANDFATHER

Jessica, this lady is talking to

you.

YOUNG JESSICA

Yes ma’am, I’m riding my horse in

the barrel race. I’m Jessica...

Jessica hesitates and looks up toward her grandfather.

JESSICA

Do I say mom’s name or yours?

The grandfather looks a little embarrassed. The lady looks

confused at why it’s an issue.

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 3.

GRANDFATHER

Grier is the last name, ma’am.

G-R-I-E-R... Grier

Jessica keeps her attention on the arena where the horses

are running. She turns back to the lady.

YOUNG JESSICA

How do I win?

LADY

Well, you have to run the pattern

in the fastest time. That’s usually

around 17 seconds or so.

YOUNG JESSICA

17 seconds? wow!

LADY 1

Some of these girls can do it

faster.

Jessica looks excited. She glances toward the arena then

back toward the lady.

YOUNG JESSICA

Well that’s what I will do then. I

want to win the race!

The lady is amused at the enthusiasm Jessica has.

LADY 1

Ok Jessica, what’s the name of your

horse?

Jessica looks up toward her grandfather then looks back at

the lady.

GRANDFATHER

Well, we just got the pony and we

haven’t come up with a good name

yet.

YOUNG JESSICA

She’s my first pony and this is my

first barrel race.

The lady at the table smiles and thinks.

LADY 1

Well, since this is a first for

everything I’ll just put down

Number 1 for the pony name.

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 4.

Jessica looks confused at the lady and then at her

grandfather. They pay the fee and start walking back toward

the truck and trailer.

YOUNG JESSICA

Poppa, I don’t have to name her

number 1, do I?

GRANDFATHER

No, we’ll just call her that today

but we’ll come up with a good name

for her.

Jessica nods her head (her hat falls down over her eyes) and

they continue to walk toward the truck and trailer with

Jessica holding her hat up with one hand.

FADE OUT:

5 EXT. OUTSIDE ARENA - REGISTRATION DESK 5

FADE IN:

About 30 minutes later, the grandfather is seen walking up

to the registration table. He’s looking back toward the

truck and trailer where he can see Jessica grooming her pony

who’s now tied to the outside of the trailer. The same lady

is at the registration table.

GRANDFATHER

Look, I did some rodeo back when I

was younger but we’re new to this.

How’s it all work?

The lady nods as if she understands. The grandfather keeps

glancing back toward Jessica who’s struggling with getting a

saddle out of the truck.

GRANDFATHER

If my Jessica was to win

something...

LADY

We pay out with checks based on the

number of entries we get. We try to

pay out the top 5 riders overall in

a small run like this one. But

sometimes it’s just 3 who win

checks.

(CONTINUED)


